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Superintendent Information
Dear Jaguar Community,

Another great week at Easton School. Lots of info in the newsletter this week so my update will be
short.



Please be sure to review the information on our upcoming Outdoor Day/Winter Retreat on Friday
February 3.

Thank you and Go Jags,

Aaron Kombol
Superintendent/Principal
"We are Easton"

This Week at Easton School
Monday, Jan 9

Tuesday, Jan 10
Jag Help, 3:05-4:30 pm, Library
Open Gym, Grades 7-12, 3:15-4:15 pm

Wednesday, Jan 11
Jag Help, 3:05-4:30 pm, Library

Thursday, Jan 12
Jag Help, 3:05-4:30 pm, Library

Friday, Jan 13
Early Release, Students dismissed at 1:00 pm

Outdoor Camp Day/Winter Retreat on Friday February 3
Our Outdoor Education Grant Team has recently partnered with Lazy F Camp (outside of Ellensburg
on Manastash Rd) and have planned an "Outdoor Camp Day" or "Winter Retreat" on Friday February 3.
The team will be taking grades K-12 for a one day �eld trip. In addition, the team is looking at doing the
same in the Spring.

To minimize the amount of class time lost and to maximize our Outdoor Day time, the trip has been set
for Friday February 3. Students and staff will be leaving campus at 8:45 am and returning to campus
at 2:45 pm for the afternoon bus run.
Please note: Friday February 3 student dismissal time will be at 3:05 pm NOT 1:00 pm.

In order to attend our Outdoor Day, students will need to have passed all 1st semester classes. We are
notifying parents and students now so there is time to improve grades (if needed) before the end of
the semester. Those students with a failing grade at the end of 1st Semester will remain on campus for
the day and work with the remaining teachers to improve their grades and catch up.

Lazy F Camp has a lot of great outdoor opportunities for all ages. These activities also vary depending
on the season, so students will get variety every time we go! Winter activities include: tubing, ice
skating, snow showing, crafts and the recreation barn. Activities in the Spring and Fall include a full
ropes course (high, low, zip line), hiking, archery, and more!



We are very excited to be able to provide these types of activities for ALL students at Easton. We hope
that this an addition step in our focus on Outdoor Education at Easton

School Calendar Survey
The Easton School Calendar survey will be launched the week of January 16. We are sending out this
survey in order to get feedback on our current school calendar as well as your thoughts on other
possible school calendar options.

Parents' Ultimate Guide to TikTok
Common Sense Media
What is TikTok?
TikTok is a social network for sharing user-generated videos, mostly of people lip-synching to popular
songs. Users can create and upload their own videos, many of which feature people lip-synching to
popular songs. You can also browse and interact with other users' content, which covers a wide range
of topics, songs, and styles. These videos can be grouped by hashtags, which often correspond to
challenges, memes, or current events.
How safe is TikTok?
Using any social network can be risky, but it's possible for kids to safely use the app with adult
supervision (and a private account). TikTok has different rules for different ages:

Users under age 13 can't post videos or comment, and content is curated for a younger audience.
For kids age 13 to 15, accounts are private by default. Only friends can comment on videos, and
other users can't duet (explained below) with your videos.
Only users age 16 and over can livestream and use direct messaging, and only users over 18 can
buy, send, or receive virtual gifts.

TikTok also offers some tools for parents and caregivers to limit how much time kids spend on the app
and what kids can see. Parents and caregivers can also use Restricted Mode to reduce mature
content, or Family Safety Mode to pair their account with their kid's account to control settings
completely.
How does TikTok work?
TikTok users sign up with a phone number, an email address, or a third-party account such as
Facebook and Instagram. Once logged in, you can �nd videos by searching for popular creators,
categories (like comedy, animals, sports), and hashtags. Or you can use your phone contacts or social
media followers to �nd friends already on the app. Many kids on TikTok like to create videos, but plenty
of people don't post themselves—they just use the app to �nd and follow content creators.

Is TikTok appropriate for kids?
TikTok can be a kid-friendly experience if you supervise your kids, use safety settings, and stick to
songs you already know. But TikTok's emphasis on popular music means many videos include
swearing and sexual lyrics, so it may not be age-appropriate for kids to use on their own. Even with
limits, it's easy to �nd people wearing revealing clothing and dancing suggestively, although TikTok
won't let you search for objectionable content such as "porn."
As with social media apps like Instagram and Snapchat, TikTok has a commercial element that
encourages people to buy stuff. Users can also earn TikTok Reward points by inviting friends to
download the app, and then they can redeem those points for coupons from brands like Sephora and
Uber.

https://support.tiktok.com/en/safety-hc/account-and-user-safety/user-safety


What age is TikTok recommended for?
Common Sense recommends the app for age 15+ mainly due to the privacy issues and mature
content. TikTok requires that users be at least 13 years old to use the basic TikTok features, although
there is a way for younger kids to access the app.
Can kids under 13 use TikTok?
A section of the app that includes additional safety and privacy features is available in the U.S. for kids
under 13. In this section, kids can only see curated, clean videos, and aren't allowed to comment,
search, or post their own videos. However, the lack of these features makes it unappealing for most
kids. And bypassing that section only requires entering a false birth date, so it's not perfect.
How can you make your TikTok account private?
To make your TikTok account private, go to your pro�le page and select the three-dot icon in the top-
right corner. On the "Settings and privacy" page, tap Privacy. That takes you to the Discoverability
page. Toggle the switch for Private Account. On this page, you can also control other safety and
privacy features, such as who can send you comments and direct messages, and who can do a duet
with you. Using the Friends setting or turning those features off completely limits contact with
strangers.

How can I use TikTok with my kids?
You can provide a buffer between kids and iffy content by watching with your kids and making videos
together. Offer to hold the camera or turn it around to do a sel�e duet. You can post it or save it as
"private" so only you can see. The app also lets you share videos by email, text, or other social media
apps, where you can better control who sees it.
TikTok introduced the Family Pairing mode in 2022, which lets parents link their account to their kid's
account. It includes the ability to set daily viewing time limits, put a kid's account on Restricted Mode to
limit their exposure to content that may not be appropriate, and turn off their ability to send and
receive direct messages. Parents can also disable their kid's search functionality and prevent other
users from seeing which videos their kid has liked.
How do you do a duet on TikTok?
TikTok has a feature that allows two users who aren't in the same place to perform a duet. One user
creates and posts a video, and then a mutual follower can tap the three-dot icon at the bottom right of
the video and select "start duet now!" The second user can then lip-synch along with the �rst person,
either swapping back and forth or in a split screen.
What are TikTok challenges?
Challenges are any idea that goes viral. They can be songs, activities, or dances that start trending
and then get copied by users on the platform. Sometimes they're spontaneous, but sometimes they're
planned out by brands, musical artists, or in�uencers for marketing purposes.
Most of the popular challenges, such as the intricately choreographed dance number Renegade and
pranks such as the backwards hoodie fridge mixup are harmless. But some, such as the skull-breaker,
are really dangerous. Learn more about viral internet stunts and how to talk to your kid about them.
Does TikTok have parental controls?
TikTok offers a few ways for parents and caregivers to manage kids' accounts. You can enable time
limits and the content �lter on your kid's phone and protect the settings with a passcode. Or you can
download TikTok, create your own account, and use the Family Pairing feature to manage your kid's
TikTok settings using your phone. (If you choose Family Pairing, you'll need your kid's phone to sync
the settings.)
Here's how to enable screen limits and �lter content on your kid's phone: Go to your kid's TikTok
account within the app and tap the three dots at the top right of the user pro�le. Then select "Digital
Wellbeing" next to the icon of an umbrella. From there, select the features you want to enable:
Screen Time Management. This setting limits users' time in the app per day. If you're only enabling
this on your kid's phone, choose a passcode to lock the setting.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/tiktok
https://www.insider.com/tiktok-dances-renegade-say-so-and-more-19-top-2020-3
https://www.tiktok.com/amp/tag/hoodieprank?lang=en
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/articles/help-kids-navigate-viral-social-media-stunts


Restricted Mode. This blocks mature content, but even with the �lter on, kids using the app on their
own might come across age-inappropriate videos. Lock the setting with a passcode.
To set up Family Pairing so you can manage the above settings, plus safety and privacy, �rst
download TikTok onto your phone and create an account. Then, make sure you have your kid's phone
and their TikTok login handy.
Family Pairing. On both phones, tap the three dots next to the user pro�le. Then tap Family Pairing
and sync your account with your kid's via the QR code.
Keep in mind that kids can always re-download TikTok and create a new account using a different
phone number or email address, so any controls you enable aren't foolproof.

How can I monitor my kid's activity on TikTok?
The app's controls seem to be geared more toward limiting kids' access to virtual gifts that can be
bought with real money, instead of giving parents regular monitoring capabilities. Restricted Mode
was designed to prevent kids from seeing mature content—provided they don't independently try to
seek it out—and adults can sign up for an account and then link it to their kid's account via the Family
Pairing mode. Kids will need to accept their parents' request to connect the accounts. If they do,
parents can set up a number of limitations, such as disabling the direct message option and setting
daily time limits.
What if my kid wants to get famous on TikTok?
While the safest way to use TikTok is with a private account, the social nature of the app and the rapid
success of some of its stars -- including Charli D'Amelio, a dancer whose TikTok fame led to a TV deal --
might have your kids begging to go public. There's huge enticement to get famous, including TikTok
houses where groups of young creators live, make videos, and potentially reap big-money
endorsements and sponsorships. Kids familiar with these examples might be persuaded to do or
share things they wouldn't normally do to get a larger audience. They may also become obsessed with
likes and virtual approval, which isn't healthy for their emotional well-being. Parents can manage this
by encouraging and modeling safe behavior, and putting limits on the type of information that kids
share.
Should I be concerned about TikTok's security?
Many people and organizations—including the U.S. government and companies like Wells Fargo—are
worried that TikTok's parent company ByteDance (based in China) is using the app to spy on users in
other countries. Investigations of TikTok found that the app's privacy policy and data collection
practices aren't actually any worse than other social media apps, and that the concerns about spying
are probably overblown. (However, the company does surveil users of the app in China.)
That said, TikTok doesn't necessarily have a perfect record when it comes to privacy and security. For
example, they only recently �xed a bug that allowed the app to access users' clipboards (where things
you copy and paste are stored) every three seconds, even when they weren't using the app. They also
illegally stored minors' data.

Gingerbread House… drive.google.com

Student School Board Member
Easton School Board is seeking a student or two to serve as advisory members of the Easton School
Board Both the Board and I believe that including student voice as decisions are discussed and made

https://deadline.com/2020/12/charli-damelio-her-family-hulu-reality-series-charli-damelio-her-family-sign-up-for-hulu-reality-series-1234659007/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hype_House
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2020/07/13/tiktok-privacy/
https://privacy.commonsense.org/evaluation/TikTok---Real-Short-Videos
https://www.businessinsider.com/tiktok-ftc-complaint-violating-childrens-privacy-2020-5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v_xffW4clyKH_i2J4q_GQXPmQZf6110j/view?usp=share_link


is essential.
If you know of a secondary student that might be interested, please have them email me
(superintendent@easton.wednet.edu) or stop by and see me. This experience would be very
impressive on a student's academic resume.

Jaguar Advisory Group (JAG)
Our �rst Wednesday, December 14 our kickoff meeting for our parent/community member advisory
group, otherwise known as JAG took place and we are looking for more members. For the time being
our sessions will be held over Zoom for everyone's convenience.
If you are interested in being a part of JAG it's never too late and all are welcome! Please email
Superintendent Aaron Kombol, at superintendent@easton.wednet.edu

Easton Online Stores
Easton School now has several online stores to purchase Easton apparel. Each purchase includes a
small fee which goes directly to our Associated Student Body (ASB) account.
https://blatantteamstore.com/collections/easton-school-district-team-store

https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/easton-jaguars

https://eastonjags.qbstores.com/home

mailto:superintendent@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:superintendent@easton.wednet.edu
https://blatantteamstore.com/collections/easton-school-district-team-store
https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/easton-jaguars
https://eastonjags.qbstores.com/home


Staff Contacts
Allenbaugh, Marchel, Grade 6
allenbaughm@easton.wednet.edu
Bu�, Joe, Counselor
bu�j@easton.wednet.edu
Coburn, Melissa, Grades 4&5
coburnm@easton.wednet.edu
Cox, Lyn, Science
coxl@easton.wednet.edu
Eyerly, Lisa, PreSchool
everlyl@easton.wednet.edu
Forry, Mary, Transportation
forrym@easton.wednet.edu
Henderson, Rachel, School Nurse
hendersonr@easton.wednet.edu
Hickman, Kyle, PE
hickmank@easton.wednet.edu
Houle, Becky, Grades K&1
houleb@easton.wednet.edu
Jensen, Steve, Mantainence
jensens@easton.wednet.edu
Jensen, Jenny, Mantainence
jensenj@easton.wednet.edu
Kombol, Aaron, Superintendent
superintendent@easton.wednet.edu
Lewis, Jessica, English&History
lewisj@easton.wednet.edu
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Miller, Julie, Secretary
millerj@easton.wednet.edu
Pace, Hayley, Grades 2&3
paceh@easton.wednet.edu
Renton, Katherine, AP/HR
rentonk@easton.wednet.edu
Belinin, Kayla, PreSchool
bielanink@easton.wednet.edu
Sandby, Melissa, Transportation
sandbym@easton.wednet.edu
Simonson, April, Special Education
simonsona@easton.wednet.edu
Tate, Jackie, Food Service
tatej@easton.wednet.edu
Todd, Ofelia, ParaEducator
toddo@easton.wednet.edu
Van Lone, Tracy, Math
vanlonet@easton.wednet.edu

Facebook
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1893 Railroad Street, Easton, W… millerj@easton.wednet.edu

(509)656-2317 easton.wednet.edu

mailto:millerj@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:paceh@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:rentonk@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:bielanink@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:sandbym@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:simonsona@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:tatej@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:toddo@easton.wednet.edu
mailto:vanlonet@easton.wednet.edu
http://www.facebook.com/K12JauguarPride
https://cdn.smore.com/u/a933/42afab0b104d22bc46c3635e2e5145bb.png
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=1893%20Railroad%20Street%2C%20Easton%2C%20WA%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:millerj@easton.wednet.edu
tel:(509)656-2317
http://www.easton.wednet.edu/



